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statement was released by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on November 13.

Statement on Signing the Legislative Branch Appropriations Act, 2002
November 12, 2001

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2647, 
the ‘‘Legislative Branch Appropriations Act, 
2002.’’

The Act provides Fiscal Year 2002 appro-
priations for the Congress, the Congres-
sional Budget Office, the Architect of the 
Capitol, the General Accounting Office, the 
Government Printing Office, and the Li-
brary of Congress. 

My Administration appreciates that the 
Congress has worked expeditiously during 
this difficult and trying time in our Nation’s 
history to consider the Fiscal Year 2002 
appropriations bills. Now, through a re-

newed sense of bipartisanship, the Congress 
and the Administration must work together 
to ensure the timely enactment of the re-
maining bills. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
November 12, 2001. 

NOTE: H.R. 2647, approved November 12, 
was assigned Public Law No. 107–68. This 
statement was released by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on November 13.

The President’s News Conference With President Vladimir Putin of Russia 
November 13, 2001

President Bush. It’s a great honor for 
me to welcome President Vladimir Putin 
to the White House and to welcome his 
wife as well. This is a new day in the long 
history of Russian-American relations, a day 
of progress and a day of hope. 

The United States and Russia are in the 
midst of a transformation of a relationship 
that will yield peace and progress. We’re 
transforming our relationship from one of 
hostility and suspicion to one based on co-
operation and trust that will enhance op-
portunities for peace and progress for our 
citizens and for people all around the 
world. 

The challenge of terrorism makes our 
close cooperation on all issues even more 
urgent. Russia and America share the same 
threat and the same resolve. We will fight 
and defeat terrorist networks wherever they 

exist. Our highest priority is to keep terror-
ists from acquiring weapons of mass de-
struction. 

Today we agreed that Russian and Amer-
ican experts will work together to share in-
formation and expertise to counter the 
threat from bioterrorism. We agreed that 
it is urgent that we improve the physical 
protection and accounting of nuclear mate-
rials and prevent illicit nuclear trafficking. 
And we will strengthen our efforts to cut 
off every possible source of biological, 
chemical, and nuclear weapons, materials, 
and expertise. Today we also agreed to 
work more closely to combat organized 
crime and drug trafficking, a leading source 
of terrorist financing. 

Both nations are committed to the recon-
struction of Afghanistan, once hostilities 
there have ceased and the Taliban are no 
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